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spiritual object is always indicated by some supernatural sign.
I note that of late there have been emanations of an auspicious
nature in the region of the Ho and the Wei, and that these
emanations coincide with the message of the milfoil. The mirror
will probably be recovered in that region.' 'Will it be found by
some man?' Chi-tzu asked. His Excellency examined the milfoil
agaift and then said, 'It will first come into the possession of a man
by the name of Hou and then pass into the hands of a man by the
name of Wang. After that it is impossible to tell.'" Pao Sheng,
the servant, wept after giving this recital. I inquired of the Su
family and found that it was indeed as Pao Sheng had said, and
that the mirror vanished after Mr. Su's death. Therefore I appended
this incident to Su's biography. I had this in mind when I wrote:
"Mr. Su had a surpassing skill in the art of divination and was able
to put it to his own use."
On New Year's Day of the ninth year of Ta Yeh a Buddhist
monk from the Western Regions came to our house to beg and
was received by my brother Chi,6 who, impressed by his uncom-
mon appearance, invited him into the house and set food before
him. After a while the monk said to Chi, "It appears that you
have in your house, charitable patron, a unique mirror. May I
have the honor of gazing upon it?" "How do< you happen to know,
Master of the Law?" Chi asked. "I have some instruction in magic,"
the monk replied, "and I am thus able to detect the presence of
spiritual emanations. For the past two years I have noted a jade-
green light emanating from your mansion by day and a saffron
light when the moon is shining and I know it for the work of a
magic mirror. I have come on this auspicious day in the hope of
looking at it." Chi brought out the mirror, whereupon the monk
took it in his hands and danced with joy. Then he said to Chi,
"This mirror has several magical qualities that you may not be
aware of. If you paint it with a gold ointment and spray it with
pearl dust, its rays will penetrate the wall. And if you smoke it
with incense of gold and wash it with liquid jade before you
apply the ointment and pearl dust, it will enable you to see the inner
6 Wang Chi, the poet. Died AJ>. 644.